
IS YOUR ELECTRIC BILL
HIGHER THAN LAST  YEAR?
It’s not a bad idea to compare your energy use from year to year. 
It’s a good way to spot differences that might be related to your 
family’s lifestyle and habits—and to get those under control 
before your bill skyrockets.
Here are a few culprits that could contribute to the charges—
without your knowledge.

➊  Your appliances are getting older. That could mean 
they are operating less efficiently with each passing year. 
Replacing a major appliance like a refrigerator or water 
heater at least every 10 years means you can choose a more 
modern model with better energy-saving features.

➋  More electronics in your home mean more wasted 
energy. The more appliances and electronics you collect, 
the more of them you plug in. And if you’re turning 
them off but not unplugging them, they’re all using small 
amounts of electricity when they’re not in use. That can add 
up. Unplug the TV, countertop kitchen appliances and even 
phone chargers when you’re not using them, to cut off the 
flow of wasted electricity.

➌ Older insulation is less efficient. Even if your attic was 
properly insulated when you bought your home, that 
insulation can diminish as it ages. As you lose insulation, 
your heating and air conditioning systems have to work 
harder to keep your home comfortable. The North American 
Insulation Manufacturers Association says nearly 90% of 
homes are under-insulated. Have your insulation inspected 
in the attic and around doors and windows.

➍  You’re not tracking your energy. Most homes use more 
energy during the hot summer months and around the 
holidays. Adding appliances can increase your family’s 
energy use. Monitoring your energy bills from month to 
month can flag increases so you can decide how you can cut 
your use elsewhere.

➎  Changes in the weather. If summer is especially hot one 
year or winter is unusually frosty, your family will rely on 
the heating and air conditioning system more than usual. 
Don’t be surprised if your energy bills increase as a result. 
A tip: Prepare your home to withstand weather changes by 
caulking around windows and doors, sealing penetrations 
on the inside of exterior walls where cables and wires enter 
the home, and replacing old, single-pane windows with 
more-efficient double-pane models.

Lyon REC News 

DECEMBER  2021
Phone : 712-472-2506  or  1-800-658-3976   ~   Website : www.lyonrec.coop 

Office Hours : Monday thru Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS
We have printed an excerpt of the bylaws that pertain to the nomination 
and election of members to the Board of Directors in this newsletter.  
The Board of Directors will be appointing the Nominating Committees 
for District 1, District 2 and a District at Large.  District 1 includes 
Lyon, Centennial and Sioux Townships and is currently represented by 
Randy Mc Kenney.  District 2 includes Larchwood, Logan and Richland 
Townships and is currently represented by Jesse Roemen. The District 
at Large includes all Townships and is currently represented by Nolan 
Kooiker.  

At the end of each year, we also receive the new rates for our purchased 
power.  We have been notified by L & O Power Cooperative that there will 
be an increase in the cost of purchased power effective with usage as of 
January 1, 2022 for general energy purchases due to inflation and the cost 
of rebuilt substations and transmission lines.  Preliminary PCA rates have 
been received and the estimated rates are as follows:

                      2022         2021 
General Energy (per kWh)       $0.03905   $0.03428 
Electric & Dual Fuel Heat (per kWh) $0.0143     $0.01450 
Casino (per kWh)   $0.0152     $0.01594 

Please remember that these are estimated amounts and that the final PCA 
will be calculated in January 2022 for usage as of January 1, 2022 once 
the December 2021 bills are calculated and mailed to you.  Also, please 
remember that the PCA calculation looks back at the cost of purchased 
power for 2021 and compares it to the amount collected by the PCA for 
the same period and the PCA is adjusted for over or under collections.  
This look back resulted in more than $181,000.00 in under collection of 
PCA for 2021 from General Energy members.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Employees, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you a Blessed Christmas and a prosperous 2022.  
We thank you for the opportunity to serve you in 2021 and look forward 
to serving you again in 2022. 

Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative 
will be closed for the day at 
11:30 AM on December 23rd, 2021 and
closed all day on December 24th, 2021. 
We will also be closed for the day at 
11:30 AM on December 30st, 2021 and
closed all day on December 31st, 2021.

and Happy 
New Year



The “best toys” lists for the 2021 holiday season include a few items 
that teach about electricity or use it to operate. Here are some child-
tested favorites:

National Geographic kits. The Potato Battery Kit teaches kids about 
electricity as they build a potato clock with a voltmeter. The Coin 
Powered Flashlight is an experiment that shows children how to make 
a battery with coins. They can watch the electric circuit in action when 
they turn on the flashlight. Astounding Science Experiments teaches 
little ones about electric engineering. The series includes several other 
science kits.

Kidzone Electric Vehicle Bumper Car. This motorized ride-on is like 
a mini-bumper car that kids can drive around while colliding into 
everything that gets in their way.

Razor Miniature Dirt Rocket. This scaled-down, electric-powered 
dirt bike is recommended for children ages 7 and older. For outdoor, 
off-road adventures, the bike features rear-wheel drive for weight and 
balance control, which helps with safety and stability.

Little Tikes My Real Jam Electric Guitar Music Toy. A realistically 
designed electric guitar, case and strap lets your little one pretend to 
be a rock star. It includes four “superstar play modes” that play music 
while your child pretends to strum.

Electronic Ride-On Excavator. A little “driver” can move the excavator 
with his or her legs and slide the levers to operate the motorized digger. 
The toy has sound effects to mimic a construction rig and includes a 
6-volt rechargeable battery and charger.
 
 

’TIS EXTENSION 
CORD SEASON. 

USE THEM 
PROPERLY

 ’Tis the season to unpack the extension cords and plug 
way too many devices into them.

Here are 10 tips from the Electrical Safety Foundation for 
using extension cords properly:

①  Never plug an extension cord into another extension 
cord. They’re not designed for that kind of electrical 
load.

②  Choose an extension cord designed for outdoor use if 
you plan to use it outside.

③  Inspect your cords for damage, like cracks and loose 
wires. If they’re not in good shape, replace them.

④  Avoid hiding an extension cord under a rug. The cord 
could overheat and catch the rug on fire.

⑤  Buy cords only if they are approved by UL or another 
independent testing laboratory.

⑥  Keep cords away from water and snow.

⑦  Instead of nailing or stapling the cords when you 
use them to power strands of holiday lights on 
your gutters or walls, use plastic hangers that won’t 
puncture the cords.

⑧  Don’t cut the third prong off of a three-prong plug 
to force it into a two-prong outlet. Instead, buy an 
adapter.

⑨  Put your extension cords away with your holiday 
decorations. They are designed for temporary, not 
permanent use.

⑩	 Avoid overloading a multiple-slot extension cord with 
too many devices. That cord has to plug into an outlet 
that can overheat if you overload it.

 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may 
also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 
690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.”

Non-Discrimination Statement

SURPRISE KIDS WITH ELECTRIC 
TOYS UNDER HOLIDAY TREE



SAVE ENERGY —
EVEN WITH A 
FULL HOUSE
Even with a house full of company and decorations lighting 
up the season, you might be able to save energy when 
compared to Christmases past.

Here are five small changes you can make to keep your 
energy use under control during the December holidays:

1.  Switch to LED lights for the tree and the outside of 
the house. Even if your old fluorescent lights are still 
in pretty good shape, it might be worth it to replace 
them with strands of LED lights that use less energy, 
emit less heat and will last for years longer.

2.  Put your outdoor lights on timers. There’s no need to 
keep the lights on all night. Program timers to turn the 
lights on once the sun goes down and to turn them off 
at bedtime.

3. Don’t just turn the holiday lights off; unplug them. 
When electric devices are plugged into the wall, they 
still consume small amounts of electricity, even when 
you turn them off. Consider investing in power strips 
and plug several strands into each one. That way, you 
don’t have to unplug so many devices—you just have 
to unplug the power strips.

4.  Mix non-electric decorations with those you have to 
plug in. Hang wreaths and garland. Display battery-
operated candles in your windows. If you don’t have 
to plug it in, it won’t use any energy.

5.  Put your crockpot and microwave to work. Your oven 
will be full for days as Christmas approaches. Consider 
slow-cooking some of your meals in a crockpot or 
speed-cooking side dishes in the microwave. Both use 
less energy than your regular oven.

How to stay 
warm without 

cranking 
up the heat

Stop shivering indoors just because it’s cold outside. You don’t have to 
crank up the heat to stay warm on winter’s frostiest days.

First, bundle up. Dressing in layers is a great way to keep yourself 
comfortable without extra heat. Here are 5 more ways to make your home 
and yourself more comfortable during winter without increasing your 
energy use:
1.  Identify places in your walls where heated air can escape your 

home and cold air can get in. Look around windows and doors. Find 
penetrations on the indoor side of exterior walls where cables, cords 
and wires come into the house. Search for cracks around baseboards. 
Check the hatch that leads to the attic. Then caulk liberally.

2. Invest in a smart thermostat that allows you to program it to lower the 
heat when you go to bed, raise it just before everyone wakes up, turn 
itself down again when the family leaves for the day, and warm up the 
house before you return at dinnertime. You could save 10% or more on 
your heating bill.

3.  Maintain your heating system. Hire a tech to inspect yours for 
inefficiencies or hidden problems. Clean or replace your furnace filters 
regularly.

4.  Scatter area rugs in rooms without carpets. They can prevent heat from 
escaping through the floor. They also feel warmer to walk on.

5.  Open the drapes on sunny days to let natural daylight and the sun’s 
warmth into your rooms. Close them when the sun sets and it gets 
cooler outdoors.
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10,390,147
10,096,434

2 .76%
19,842 KW
2,507 KWH

$244 .74 
$1,051 .05 
$1,062 .67 

872 .86
6 .17¢ 

10,329,472
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$245 .17 
$1,081 .55 
$1,104 .49 

872 .86
6 .30¢

2020           2021



A program for dependent children of:
•Member-cooperative employees
•Member-cooperative consumers

How much is the scholarship?
The Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) Scholarship 
Program will award more than 180 scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each.  Five of the 20 scholarships for children 
of BEPC or subsidiary employees will be designated for 
qualified applicants who plan to attend a certified Vocational 
or Technical school, and five of the 20 will be designated 
for qualified applicants who plan to achieve an engineering 
degree.

Twenty will go to children of member cooperatives' employees, 
and 141 to children of member-cooperative consumers. There 
will be one $1,000 scholarship for each member cooperative 
to award to a dependent of a consumer member. 

The scholarships must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for 
which the scholarship is given. Checks will be made payable 
to the school, and will be distributed to the school by BEPC. 
Scholarships will be distributed in August.

Who is eligible to receive the scholarship?
Dependent children (including adopted or step-children) 
of member-system consumers and dependent children of 
member-cooperative employees are eligible. The applicant 
must also be a U.S. citizen.

The applicant must be a student who is enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate course of study at 
an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school.

BEPC scholarships will be awarded without regard to other 
awards, loans or financial assistance the applicant may have 
obtained.

How are the recipients selected?
Scholarship recipients are selected on the basis of academic 
record, potential to succeed, leadership and participation in 
school and community activities, honors, work experience, 
a statement of education and career goals, and an outside 
appraisal.

Applicants for the member-cooperative employee dependent 
category will first be screened by their cooperative. A BEPC 
selection committee will make the final selection in the 
member-cooperative employee dependent category.

Member cooperatives will be responsible to select one 
recipient to be awarded a scholarship in the member 
cooperative consumer category.  The final recipient's 
completed application will then be forwarded to BEPC by the 
member cooperative.

The scholarship award winners or the member coops are asked 
to notify the BEPC human resources division with the name 
and address of the school the student will be attending by 
July 1. It is also important to know if the student has switched 
schools, or has decided not to attend.

What are the recipient’s obligations?
Except for the requirements outlined in this brochure, no 
obligations will be imposed upon the student as a scholarship 
award winner. Other than payment of the scholarship, no 
obligations or liability are assumed by BEPC, its subsidiaries or 
member cooperatives.

How can I apply?
To apply, complete the required criteria and the scholarship 
application, which can be obtained from your local electric 
cooperative office.

Children of member-system employees and consumers must 
submit the application and all necessary information to apply 
for a scholarship to their local electric cooperative office.  The 
applications must reach your cooperative by February 14, 
2022.

Each year the Lyon REC, Rock Rapids, Iowa awards one 
$1,000.00  scholarship to a student of a member of the Lyon 
REC.  The scholarship can be used to assist in paying for the costs 
of the student's college, vocational-technical, or community 
college education.  Priority will be given to applicants planning 
to attend vocational-technical, 2-year community or junior 
college education.  Scholarship applications are available at 
the Lyon REC office or online at www.lyonrec.coop with a 
deadline date of February 14, 2022.

ScholarShip program 
for member cooperativeS

Lyon REC Scholarship


