
Rock Rapids May 2022Lyon Rural Electric 
Cooperative

Phone : 712-472-2506 or 1-800-658-3976 ~ Website : www.lyonrec.coop
Office Hours : Monday thru Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

REMINDERS

Lyon Rural Electric 
Cooperative will be closed 

Monday, May 30, 2022 in 
observance of Memorial Day.

If you plan on working on an 
outdoor project? Always call 

8-1-1 first for safe digging.

Beware of Scammers! If you 
happen to be behind on your 

electric bill, someone from 
our office will call you, you 

won’t receive any automated 
call demanding payment.  
If we can’t reach you, you 

will receive a written letter 
posted to your door from our 

office.  If something seems 
suspicious, please call our 

office at 712-472-2506.

Prioritize Safety Year-Round
At Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative, we recognize Electrical Safety Month every 
May, but we also know the importance of practicing safety year-round. From 
our co-op crews to you, the consumer-members we serve, we recognize that 
everyone has a part to play in prioritizing safety.
According to the Electrical Safety Foundation International, thousands of people 
in the U.S. are critically injured or electrocuted as a result of electrical fires 
and accidents in their own homes. Many of these accidents are preventable. 
Electricity is a necessity, and it powers our daily lives. But we know first-hand 
how dangerous electricity can be because we work with it 365 days a year. 
Electricity is an integral part of modern life.  Given the prevalence of electrical 
devices, tools and appliances, Here are a few practical electrical safety tips. 
Frayed wires pose a serious safety hazard.   Power cords can become damaged 
or frayed from age, heavy use or excessive current flow through the wiring. If 
cords become frayed or cut, replace them, as they could cause a shock when 
handled. 
Avoid overloading circuits.  Circuits can only cope with a limited amount of 
electricity. Overload happens when you draw more electricity than a circuit can 
safely handle––by having too many devices running on one circuit. 
Label circuit breakers to understand the circuits in your home.  Contact a 
qualified electrician if your home is more than 40 years old and you need to 
install multiple large appliances that consume large amounts of electricity. 
Use extension cords properly.  Never plug an extension cord 
into another extension cord. If you “daisy chain” them together, 
it could lead to overheating, creating a potential fire hazard. 
Don’t exceed the wattage of the cord. Doing so also creates a 
risk of overloading the cord and creating a fire hazard. Extension 
cords should not be used as permanent solutions. If you need 
additional outlets, contact a licensed electrician to help. 
Talk with your kids about playing it safe and smart around 
electricity. Help them be aware of overhead power lines near 
where they play outdoors. 
Our top priority is providing an uninterrupted energy supply 
24/7, 365 days per year. But equally important is keeping our 
community safe around electricity. 



This Mother’s Day (May 8th), give Mom 
a gift that she’ll really appreciate. Clean 
her house.
Don’t stop at wiping down the surfaces 
and running the vacuum cleaner over 
the rug. Give Mom a real break and 
clean even those hard-to-reach places. 
Look up and look underneath, and 
you’ll find plenty of built-up dirt, dust 
and grime.
Take your mop and sponges to these 
neglected areas of the home: 
Ceilings. Use a step ladder to get as 
close to the ceiling as possible and 
check every corner and crevice for 
cobwebs. If you have a long enough 
vacuum cleaner attachment, use it to 
suck the dust and cobwebs away. 

Ceiling fan blades. The dust up there 
is probably thick enough to write your 
name in with your finger. Vacuum the 
blades with a brush attachment on an 
extended arm. Don’t use water; fans 
are electric. 
Cabinet tops. Nobody sees the tops 
of Mom’s cabinets or the surface of 
her highest shelves—and so nobody 
remembers to clean them. Stand 
on a stool or step ladder and peer 
downward. You’ll see plenty of dust. 
Moulding. Mom probably dusts the 
chair rails because they’re at a height 
that makes them easy to see. But the 
moulding around the top of the walls 
or over the doorways collects dust that 
rarely gets removed. Stand on a stool 

 This Mother’s Day,
 Clean Her House

and dust them off for her. 
Behind the toilet. Everyone scrubs 
the bowl and the seat, but does 
Mom really get on her hands and 
knees to clean the back of the 
base and the floor behind it? If 
not, she could be inviting mold 
and mildew. Use a stiff broom to 
sweep behind the toilet and then 
wipe it down with an antibacterial 
cleaner. 
Under the couch. If you can, recruit 
someone to help you move the 
couch so you can vacuum under 
and behind it. If you’re on your 
own, use a broom handle to fish 
out anything that’s hiding under 
there and then reach your longest 
vacuum cleaner attachment 
underneath to pull away the dust. 
Around wires and cables. That 
tangled mess behind Mom’s 
entertainment center or computer 
desk is a dust magnet. Unplug 
everything and clean the cords 
with a dry dusting cloth every 
couple of weeks. Use the same 
cloth to wipe down the computers, 
stereos and TV sets while you’re 
at it. 
Under the kitchen sink. That’s 
probably where Mom keeps 
her cleaning supplies—but she 
probably rarely cleans it. Take it 
all out, wipe it down with a damp 
sponge and put everything back.



Warm-weather hail, lightning and hurricanes bring truckloads 
of eager handymen, roofers and tree trimmers to your front 
door—even though you didn’t invite them. Beware of hiring them.
Contractors who go door to door begging for jobs may or may 
not be qualified to do the work they offer. Don’t take a chance: 
Ask to see the person’s contractor’s license. 
Also:

 ◗ Check with the Better Business Bureau (visit www.bbb.
org) and the state licensing agency to find out if the 
contractor has any unresolved complaints on file.

 ◗ Beyond having a license, your contractors should be 
bonded and insured. Ask to see evidence that they are, 
and check expiration dates. 

 ◗ Insist that the contractor obtain building permits for 
all work that requires them. If you run across one who 
refuses or tries to talk you out of it, find someone else. 
Applying for building permits will trigger an inspection by 
a local building official to make sure all work has been 
done according to building codes. The contractor—not 
you—should take responsibility for getting the necessary 
permits, but you should ask to see them.

Consumers file more complaints against remodelers, handymen 
and other home improvement contractors than against any other 
kind of service provider. Hundreds of thousands of businesses 
and individuals call themselves home improvement contractors 
or handymen. Make sure the one you let into your home has all 
paperwork in order.

Don’t Wait for Summer to Get 
A/C Inspected 
A springtime tune-up can prevent your air conditioning system 
from going on the fritz later, when the weather is so hot that you 
won’t want to be without the a/c for even a few hours. 
It typically around $100 to have a professional inspection of 
your system, and it’s well worth the money.
Some contractors offer an annual preventive maintenance 
agreement, which will cost a few hundred dollars a year and 
typically includes a fall and spring inspection of your HVAC 
system and discounts on repairs and equipment. A better deal 
most often is to pay as you go for individual inspections.
Either way, your cooling system will get attention from a qualified, 
licensed service technician who is trained to spot problems that 
most homeowners overlook. The tech might even alert you if 
a small repair now will prevent your family from sweltering this 
summer during an a/c breakdown.

Use Contractors with 
License and Insurance

  
March

 2021 2022
KWH Purchased 9,966,287 10,518,374
KWH Sold 9,501,406 10,112,204
Percentage of Line Loss 
  (Year to Date) 4.09% 3.85%
Total Demand 16,074 KW 18,820 KW
Average Farm  
  Consumption 2,596 KWH 2,638 KWH
Average Farm Bill $247.20  $269.83 
Income Per Mile $976.84  $1,119.76 
Expenses Per Mile $963.28  $1,156.69 
Miles Energized 872.86 872.86
Cost of Wholesale 
  (For the Month) 5.59¢ 6.22¢

Operating Statistics

May 8th



To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form, AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, which can be obtained online at https://www.ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-3027, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA containing all the information requested in the form. 
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by mail to U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; by fax (833) 
256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or by Email: program.intake@usda.gov

Nondiscrimination 
Statement                     
"This institution is 
an equal opportunity 
provider and 
employer."

If the air inside your house is dusty, 
it might mean your air conditioning 
ducts have sprung leaks. 
If you’re changing your air conditioner 
filter regularly, it will trap dust and 
pollutants that get into the indoor air 
so they never make their way into the 
duct system—or back into the air. 
But if the ducts have tiny holes or 
cracks or joints that aren’t well-
sealed, dust can bypass the filter and 
sneak directly into the ducts. Once 
dust gets in there, the duct system 
will blow it all over the house.
Dust in the ducts and in the air can 

raise the temperature in your home 
and force your air conditioning 
system to operate inefficiently and 
struggle to keep your home cool 
during the summer.
It’s well worth it to have the ducts of 
your air conditioning system sealed 
at the joints.
Not only will it prevent dust from 
flying around your house, but it could 
reduce your air conditioning bills this 
summer. The average house loses 
about 20 percent of its conditioned 
air through ducts that are improperly 
installed or are leaking at the joints.

Dusty Indoor Air Could Mean Leaky Ducts

Insulate Your Garage
Does someone in your family like to spend time in 
the garage tinkering with tools, working on the car 
and joking around with friends?
Make it more comfortable by insulating the walls.
It doesn’t make sense to put an air conditioning 
system in a garage because the cool air will leak 
right through the door, ceiling and walls. But you 
can keep the space a bit more comfortable this 
summer by adding insulation.
Insulated walls, ceilings and doors can block the 
heat so it doesn’t penetrate to the inside of the 
garage, and they can keep the cool, conditioned air 
indoors where it belongs. In the winter, it can help 
keep the cold air out.
If you need a new garage door, choose an energy-
efficient model, which can reduce energy loss 
through the garage door by up to 71 percent, 
according to manufacturer Clopay. 

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always extended a helping 
hand to those in need of it. Now, in response to actions by the 
Iowa General Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a 
program of members helping members. RECare will provide 
funds to be distributed by local community action agencies to 
help pay winter heating bills and assist in weatherization of homes 
of low income consumers of this Cooperative. You may make a 
one-time contribution or you may make a monthly contribution. 
Even one dollar a month contribution will help others.

RECare Consumer 
Contribution Plan

Consumer Authorization Form
Yes, I want to be a part of members helping members and 
contribute to RECare.

______ I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check 
is enclosed.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________
 
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip ____________

 Please mail to:  RECare, Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative
  PO Box 629
  Rock Rapids, IA 51246


