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REMINDERS

If you are moving, please 
notify the Cooperative 

before you move and inform 
the new owner to get signed 

up for service.

Congratulations
to the 2022-2023 
Scholarship 
Winners!
Gabe Kooiker – Rock Rapids, IA
Zavry Metzger – Larchwood, IA
Luke Rasmussen – Rock Rapids, IA

2022 Youth Tour
Winners
Jaina Groen and Amelia 
Schneiderman were chosen 
as Lyon REC 2022 Youth Tour 
Representatives. They will travel to 
Washington D.C. in June with about 
40 other Iowa students and more 
that 1800 high school students 
from across America. They will 
have the opportunity to learn 
about how coops work, meet their 
U.S. representatives and senators, 
visit museums, memorials, and 
monuments.

2022 Annual Meeting
Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative held its annual meeting on March 28, 2022 at 
the Central Lyon High School in Rock Rapids. Approximately 425 people were 
served at the evening meal that was catered by Tony’s Catering. Members 
attending the business meeting were also entered into a drawing for numerous 
door prizes and following the meeting they all received a complimentary gift. 
Election results were Allen Poppens was elected as the director for District 1, 
Jesse Roemen will continue to be the director for District 2, and Nolan Kooiker 
will continue to be the director for District at Large. A big thank you to all who 
attended the Lyon Rural Electric Annual Meeting.

Front Row- left to right: Nolan Kooiker, Rodney Mogler (Treasurer), David Griesse, 
and Allen Poppens

Back Row – left to right: David Huff (Vice President), Randy Roemen (President), 
Damon Pedersen, Jesse Roemen, and David DeBoer (Secretary)

Line Worker Appreciation Day 
is April 11, 2022

From left to right: Larry Wibben, Tanner Church, Dustin Timmerman, Patrick Wubben, 
Lance VanDerWeerd, Ron Boogerd, and Bryan Herum



  
February

 2021 2022
KWH Purchased 10,641,664 11,092,420
KWH Sold 10,390,403 10,666,375
Percentage of Line Loss 
  (Year to Date) 3.34% 3.84%
Total Demand 20,722 KW 21,175 KW
Average Farm  
  Consumption 2,991 KWH 2,193 KWH
Average Farm Bill $282.69  $287.10 
Income Per Mile $1,068.95  $1,149.72 
Expenses Per Mile $1,075.76  $1,132.97 
Miles Energized 872.86 872.86
Cost of Wholesale 
  (For the Month) 5.93¢ 6.19¢

Operating Statistics

After an especially cold winter, everyone is ready for spring. 
Is your house ready, too?
As the weather warms up, add these four items to your 
springtime to-do list:

1.  Make an appointment with a licensed service 
technician to give your air conditioning system a 
once-over. Paying for a maintenance check now 
could prevent a bigger expense this summer if your 
system breaks down on a hot day and you have to do 
an emergency replacement. Regular maintenance also 
can extend the life of your system.

2.  Clean the area around your air conditioner’s outside 
condenser unit. Brush dirt and leaves off of the unit 
and pick up tree limbs that landed on it over the winter. 

Resist the urge to plant bushes and flowers around 
the unit; anything that touches it could prevent air 
from circulating around it. That will make it perform 
inefficiently.

3.  Scrub the winter grime off of your home’s windows—
inside and out. Sparkling-clean windows let more 
sunlight into your house, which means you won’t have 
to turn on as many lights.

4.  Dust off hard-to reach ceiling fans. Remove the lint 
from your dryer hose and vent. Wipe down heating 
grates and radiators, now that heating season is over. 
Look around your house for infrequently cleaned 
electrical devices and remove dust and dirt.

Add Electrical
 Devices to 
Spring-Cleaning List

Dryer lint buildup can 
overheat unit
Even if you clean your dryer’s lint trap after every load of laundry, 
lint that gets stuck in other areas of the appliance can cause 
problems.
Here are some tips from dryer manufacturers that can help keep 
laundry day productive and safe:

 ◗ If your clothes are still damp at the end of a drying cycle, that 
could mean your lint screen or exhaust duct is blocked.

 ◗ A clogged dryer vent and exhaust duct could overheat and 
send dirty, moist air back into your home—or even catch 
on fire. Tip: Give that unit a good cleaning once a year. You 
might have to disconnect the exhaust duct from the dryer 
and from the vent to remove a blockage.

 ◗ Take a broom to the area behind your dryer. Lint always finds 
its way back that and can build up. If you can’t move the 
dryer to get behind it, call a service tech for help.

\\\



Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative values our members and their membership. Should you have concerns regarding your 
membership, electric service, or other issues, please contact Lyon Rural Electric Cooperative at 712-472-2506 or 1-800-
658-3976 and our staff will be happy to assist you.
If your complaint is related to the Lyon REC service rather than its rates, and Lyon REC does not resolve your complaint, 
you may request assistance from the Iowa Utilities Board by calling 515-725-7321 or toll free 1-877-565-4450, or by 
writing to: 1375 E. Court Avenue, Room 69, Des Moines, IA 50319-0069, or by email to customer@iub.iowa.gov.

Complaint Procedure

Can  
your  
home  
pass  
the test?
One of the most preventable fires is 
an electrical one caused by defective 
wires or outlets. How would your home 
score on this quiz?
Question 1: Do any cords on appliances, 
lamps or tools look frayed or crimped? 
Question 2: Are any cords hidden 
under rugs, where they can overheat 
or get damaged when people walk on 
them?
Question 3: Are you using extension 
cords as a permanent solution to 
a cord that’s too far from a plug? 
Extension cords are designed for 
temporary, not permanent, use.
Question 4: How many appliances 
are plugged into a power strip that is 
plugged into a single outlet? Do any 
of your home’s outlets support two 
power strips? An overloaded outlet 
can lead to an overloaded circuit.
Question 5: When is the last time 
you tested your GFCI outlets in the 
bathrooms, kitchen, laundry room and 
outdoors? To test them, push the “test” 
and “reset” buttons on the outlet.
Question 6: How close are appliances 
to heating vents, the stove, the oven or 
another heat source? An overheated 
appliance could catch on fire and will 
work inefficiently.
Question 7: Are the batteries in your 
smoke alarm and carbon monoxide 
detector fresh? Change them twice a 
year when you set the clocks forward 
or back as the seasons change.

Beware of warm-weather 
scammers
Your electric cooperative will never send anyone to your house to ask you if you 
need work done. And when someone does come for a legitimate reason, you’ll 
see a uniform, a truck with the cooperative’s logo on it and valid identification.
Springtime is scam season. Don’t be surprised if you get telephone calls, uninvited 
visitors looking for work and loads of door hangers offering landscaping, roofing, 
painting and home-repair services.
Your best bet: Say no to all of them. If you need work done around your house, 
visit the Web site of the state agency responsible for licensing contractors or 
join a contractor referral network that recommends only contractors who are 
licensed, insured, bonded and experienced.
A few other tips:

 ◗ Be wary of contractors with out-of-state license plates or detachable, 
magnetic company signs on their trucks. These could be “travelers,” who 
follow the warm weather from state to state and hire themselves out as 
home-improvement contractors. They’re almost always unlicensed in your 
state, and if you discover a problem with their work later, they’ll be long gone.

 ◗ Do not pay in cash, and do not pay up front. Instead, work out a payment 
schedule that allows you to pay in increments as the work is completed.

 ◗ Get bids from three reputable companies before you start. If you get one 
offer that’s way lower than the other two, something is probably amiss. 

 ◗ Don’t fall for these two lines: “I just finished a job at your neighbor’s house 
and I’ll give you a good price if you hire me today because I’m already in the 
neighborhood” or “I have leftover materials from a job I just did and I’ll sell/
install them here for a deep discount because I don’t need them.”

 ◗ Hiring contractors can be expensive. Don’t waste your money on one who’s 
not licensed and legitimate.



Small changes can have big impact
Friday, April 22, is Earth Day 2022. Consider making an Earth Day “resolution” to change at least one energy-related bad habit 
at home.

Here are some ideas:
1. If you haven’t already, switch your lamps and overhead light fixtures to LED versions. You can even use LED light bulbs in 

older fixtures.

2. Turn off the lights when you leave a room and teach your children to do the same. This is time-tested advice.

3. Unplug appliances like the TV and your computer when you’re not using them. Appliances that are turned off but still plugged 
in draw small amounts of electricity.

4. Take shorter showers. You’ll save both water and energy.

5. Have your large appliances inspected every year. A maintenance 
check can help a furnace, air conditioning system or water heater 
last longer and run more efficiently.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form, AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, which can be obtained online at https://www.ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-3027, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA containing all the information requested in the form. 
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by mail to U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; by fax (833) 
256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or by Email: program.intake@usda.gov

Nondiscrimination 
Statement                     
"This institution is 
an equal opportunity 
provider and 
employer."
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If you’ve been working at home more since the 
pandemic started, your personal desktop and 
laptop computers have been getting a workout. 
When is the last time you cleaned them?

A squirt of Windex on the monitor’s screen 
every now and then isn’t enough to keep your 
computer—especially the keyboard—in top 

operating order.

Even if you’re the only one who touches your 
keyboard, it can get covered with bacteria 
as dangerous as E. coli and staph. To 
prevent—and kill—those germs, wash 
your hands frequently during the day and 
thoroughly clean your keyboards regularly.

Here is a process that experts recommend 
for cleaning your keyboard without 

damaging it:

1. Unplug the keyboard.

2.  Pick up the keyboard, turn it upside down 
and gently shake it. That will loosen crumbs, 
hair and other debris that might have fallen 
between the keys.

3. Invest in a can of compressed air, and 
spray it in between the keys.

4.  Using a Q-tip lightly dipped into rubbing 
alcohol, swab the surfaces you can 
reach between and around the keys. 
Don’t moisten the Q-tip to the point of 
dripping; you don’t want any liquid to 
seep into the circuitry beneath the keys.

 5. Use a cloth lightly coated with rubbing 
alcohol to clean the keys themselves 
and the rest of the keyboard.

6.  Slide a stiff business card between the 
keys, like you would swipe a key card in 
a hotel room door. That will pick up hair 
and dust that might have settled into the 
crevices between the keys.

      7. If you spill something or drop crumbs 
onto your keyboard, clean it up right 
away. Like a stove, a keyboard is harder 
to clean when food or liquids sit for a 
while.

Do this once a month, and your keyboard will 
be a less-likely breeding ground for germs.

How Clean 
is Your 
Keyboard?


